Miyazaki International College
Spring 2020
Course Syllabus

	Course Title (Credits)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]2020sSS103-2: Introduction to Political Science (4 credits)

	Course Designation for TC
	N/A

	Time and Location
	Mondays and Wednesdays 14:40-16:10

	Content Teacher

	Instructor
	Jeong-Pyo Hong, Ph.D.

	Email address
	jhong@ sky.miyazaki-mic.ac.jp

	Office/Ext
	MIC 1-302/ Ext. 3721

	Office hours
	Posted on door (15:00-16:30 on Tuesday and Thursday)

	Language Teacher

	Instructor
	

	Email address
	

	Office/Ext
	

	Office hours
	

	Course Description

	Introduction to Political Science introduces different ways to think about political science and political thinking. The course looks at major political issues of modern society at the local, national and international level and introduces important ideas and themes related to political science. 

	Course Goals/Objectives

	The course will introduce three main topics of political science: 
Comparative Politics; International Relations (politics), and Political Thought. 

We will use active, co-operative methods to learn to think about and understand political science and we will share ideas and opinions in a variety of activities and tasks. We will also create a portfolio of notes, handouts and other materials and help each other in speaking and writing. 

Studying political science in English will improve your academic language skills and communicative fluency. You will be introduced to different study skills and learn about many techniques that will help you to do academic tasks. You will work with other students in pairs and in larger groups to understand the content and practice the language. In addition, general study skills such as vocabulary building, dictionary work and keeping a notebook will be improved.

	Course Schedule

	Week
	Topic
	Content

	1

	Lesson 1:
Course Introduction
Lesson 2:
Comparative Politics
A) What is political power? 

	Introduction of Syllabus.
Introduction of students and teachers.
Three types of Political Power:
1) Coercive 
2) Influence and persuasion
3) Manipulation

	2

	Lesson 1:
A) What is political power?
Lesson 2:
Comparative Politics 
B) Political systems
	Three types of Political Power
Political Power Quiz
Three types of Political Systems:
1) Democratic
2) Authoritarian
3) Totalitarian

	3

	Lesson 1:
Comparative Politics 
B) Political systems
Lesson 2:
B) Political systems
	Three types of Political Systems:
Political Systems Quiz

Movie: Animal Farm


	4

	Lesson 1:
     B) Political systems
Lesson 2:
Comparative Politics
C) Political party systems
	Writing assignment on Animal Farm
Three types of Political Party Systems:
1) One party systems
2) Two party systems
3) Multi-party systems

	5

	Lesson 1:
Comparative Politics
C) Political party systems
Lesson 2:
C) Political party systems
	Three types of Political Party Systems:


Political Party Systems Quiz


	6

	Lesson 1:
C) Political parties 
Lesson 2:
D) Japanese Political Parties
	Japanese Political Parties

Prepare presentations on Japanese Pol. Parties

	7

	Lesson 1:
D) Japanese Political Parties
Lesson 2:
Review Comparative Politics
	Group Presentations on Japanese Political Parties 

Review

	8

	Lesson 1:
Mid-Term
Lesson 2:
International Relations
A) Concept
	Exam 


What is International Relations?

	9

	Lesson 1:
International Relations
B) Fields
Lesson 2:
 B) Fields
	Different areas of IR




	10

	Lesson 1:
International Relations
Lesson 2:
International Relations
	IR Case study: Senkaku/ Diaoyu Islands


IR Quiz

	11

	Lesson 1:
International Relations 
C) Imperialism
Lesson 2:
C) IR: Imperialism
	
Definition of Imperialism

History of Imperialism

	12

	Lesson 1:
C) IR: Imperialism
Lesson 2:
C) IR: Imperialism
	Motives for Imperialism

Imperialism Quiz

	13

	Lesson 1:
C) IR: Japanese Imperialism
Lesson 2:
C) IR: Japanese Imperialism
	Japanese Imperialism

Japanese Imperialism Quiz


	14

	Lesson 1:
Political Thoughts
Lesson 2:
Political Thoughts
	Classical Greece:
The City-State
Greek philosophers 
1. Classical Greece
1. The Middle Ages

	15

	Lesson 1:
Political Thought
Lesson 2:
Political Thought
	
Introduction 1
Introduction 2
Final Exam Review





	Required Materials

	Students will not be required to purchase a specific textbook. We will work from a number of handouts to be distributed in class. You will need to buy lined A4 paper for notes and a folder or binder to keep them in. It is important for you to keep your course materials organized. All of the handouts that your teachers give you, or your download from Moodle - including worksheets, readings, and newspaper articles - must be put in your folder or binder together with your notes. At the end of the course you will present a portfolio containing all your lecture notes, lesson materials, and vocabulary notes for assessment.
Every class you are required to bring these things to class. 
· Course materials (handouts from teacher, etc.)
· Binder (A4, 2-hole) or folder to keep all materials and class notes in 
· Lined white paper (A4, 2 holes) + writing implements (pens, pencils)   
· Dictionary (one on smart phone is fine)

	Course Policies (Attendance, etc.)

	Attendance and participation in class are extremely important. Students should attend and be on time for all classes. If you do not attend class or are late for class you will not be able to do some of the class work or receive important worksheets. 
All assignments must be handed in on time. Late assignments will not be accepted unless you have been sick. All medical absences require a note from your doctor. In short, each class that you are late for or miss will lower your final grade. If you miss a class, first talk with a classmate and then with one of your teachers to get the class assignments before the next class. 

	Student Preparation and Review Time

	Students are expected to spend at least one hour preparing for every hour of lesson, and one hour reviewing and doing homework. The nature of these tasks will be different from week to week, but you should always:
· Review all lesson materials.
· Study new vocabulary and keep a vocabulary notebook.
· Keep an organized folder/binder including all lesson notes and handouts.
· Reflect on lesson content and identify difficulties to ask questions about in class.
· Reflect on lesson content and draw parallels to current events in Japan and the world




	Grades and Grading

	Grades will be determined by: 
1. In-class Activities & Participation	20%
1. In-class & Homework Assignments	20% 
1. Quizzes & Presentations	20%
1. Midterm & Final exams	20% 
1. Portfolio	20% 
Total:                                        100% 
The grading system at MIC is as follows:
· A (Excellent) 90-100%
· B (Above average) 80-89%
· C (Average) 70-79%
· D (Below average) 60-69%
· F (Fail) 59% or less

	Notes: 
Please bring your mobile devices to class as you may be using them to access online materials.
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Ability to Identify &
Solve Problems

Insightful comments in class
discussions
Student shows proven ability
to analyze data, gather and
assess resources, and
disseminate opinions in a
scholarly manner.

Able to contribute to class
discussions, and to perform a
basic analysis of data, gather
and assess resources, and
express opinions in an
adequate manner.

Beginning to visualize the
ways in which information
can be combined and
applied to solving a given
problem, but struggles
with complex and
relationships

Student shows motivation
but must learn the
concepts and mechanisms
that apply to critical
thinking, such as
information gathering,
assessment and synthesis

Speaking is clear, using a
broad range of vocabulary
and relative jargon. Student
uses appropriate social cues
and nuance.

‘Able to create a relevant
response when asked to
express an opinion or
respond to a complicated
situation, but pronunciation
and grammar can often
make responses and
explanations unclear to a
listener and must be
interpreted.

Able to answer questions

and give basic information.

However, inconsistent
pronunciation, intonation
and stress may sometimes.
make their responses
difficult

to understand or interpret.

Student is unsuccessful or
finds it very difficult when
attempting to explain an
opinion or respond to a
complicated scenario. The
response may be limited to
asingle sentence or part of
a sentence.

Fully engaged in current
events and shows and
understanding of social
inequalities and cultural
differences.

Student is aware of current
events and world cultures,
butis unable to apply macro-
level situations to her/his
own life.

Exhibits interest and
intrigue in current events
and world culture, but has
difficulty understanding
relevancy.

Student expresses one-
sided ideals from an
ethnocentric point of view.
Completely lacks
awareness of world issues
or events.

Exhibits fluency/near fluency
in speaking and writing.
Grammar and reading ability
similar to native English
speaker. Able to use context
clues when faced with
unfamiliar vocabulary.

Proficient English ability;
relies mainly on familiar
vocabulary. Should be
encouraged to advanced
beyond comfort zone.

Adequate English ability;
must reference dictionary
often

Student has some English
ability, but lacks
confidence in using and
understanding. Very
limited vocabulary
knowledge, struggles with
grammar and
pronunciation. Unable to
form questions

Critical Thinking | Information Gathering
Assessment of
Credibility
Public Speaking
Social Skills
Advanced
Communication
Proficiency Professional Skills
Cultural Relevanc
Global Y
Perspectives | Awareness of Current
Events & Global Issues
Reading
Writin,
English Language i
Ability
Oral Communication
Reading
Japanese Writing
Language Ability

Oral Communication

Able to express one’s self
clearly and succinctly both in
writing and orally. Able to
use context clues when
faced with unfamiliar
vocabulary.

Proficient oral and written
communication; relies
mainly on familiar
vocabulary. Should be
encouraged to advanced
beyond comfort zone.

Adequate oral and written
communication; tends to

have difficulty clearly
expressing ideas.

Student shows a lack of
confidence in writing,
reading, and oral
communication. Very
limited vocabulary
knowledge, struggles with
grammar Unable to form
questions

Insufficient effort or
evidence of
achievement.
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   Advanced  Proficient  Developing  Emerging  No Attempt  

Critical Thinking  Ability to Identify &  Solve Problems  Insightful comments in class  discussions   Student shows proven ability  to analyze data, gather and  assess resources, and  disseminate opinions   in a  scholarly manner.  Able to contribute to   class  discussions , and to perform a  basic  analy sis of   data, gather  and assess resources, and  express   opinions in  an  adequate  manner.  Beginning to visualize the  ways in which information  can be combined and  appl ied to solving a given  problem, but struggles  with complex and  relationships  Student shows motivation  but must learn the  concepts and mechanisms  that apply to critical  thinking, such as  information gathering,  assessment and synthesis  I had no idea that thi s  student was even  enrolled in my class   that is how  underwhelming this  student’s performance  was!  

Information Gathering  

Assessment of  Credibility  

Advanced  Communication  Proficiency  Public Speaking  Speaking is clear, using a  broad range of  vocabulary  and relative jargon. Student  uses appropriate social cues  and nuance.  A ble to create a relevant  response when asked to  express an opinion or  respond to a complicated   situation, but  pronunciation   and grammar can often  make responses and  explanati ons  unclear to a  listener   and must be  interpreted .  Able to   answer questions  and give basic information.  However,  inconsistent  pronunciation, intonation  and stress may  sometimes  make  their responses  difficult   to understand or interpret.  Student is u nsuccessful  or  finds it very difficult  when  attempting to explain an  opinion or respond to a  complicated  scenario . The  response may be limited to  a single sentence or part of  a sentence.  

Social Skills  

Professional Skills  

Global  Perspectives  Cultural Relevancy  Fully engaged in current  events and shows and  understanding of social  inequalities and cultural  differences.  Student is aware of current  events and world cultures,  but is unable to apply macro - level situations to her/his  own life.  Exhibits interest and  intrigue in current events  and world culture, but has  difficulty understanding  relevancy.  Student expresses one - sided ideals from an  ethnocentric point of view.  Completely lacks  awareness of world issues  or events.  

Awareness of Cur rent  Events & Global Issues  

English Language  Ability  Reading  Exhibits fluen c y/near fluency  in speaking and writing.   Grammar and reading ability  similar to native English  speaker. Able to use context  clues when faced with  unfamiliar vocabulary.  Proficient English ability;  relies mainly on familiar  vocabulary.  Should be  encouraged to advanced  beyond comfort zone.  Adequate English ability;  must reference dictionary  often  Student has some English  ability, but lacks  confidence in using and  understanding.  Very  limited vocabulary  knowledge, struggles with  grammar and  pronunciation  Unable to  form questions  

Writing  

Oral Communication  

Japanese  Language Ability  Reading  Able to express one’s self  clearly and succinctly both in  writing and orally. Able to  use context clues when  faced with unfamiliar  vocabulary.  Proficient oral and written  communication; relies  mainly on familiar  vocabulary.  Should be  encouraged to advanced  beyond comfort zone.  Adequate oral and written  communica tion; tends to  have difficulty clearly  expressing ideas.  Student shows a lack of  confidence in writing,  reading, and oral  communication.  Very  limited vocabulary  knowledge, struggles with  grammar Unable to form  questions  

Writing  

Oral  Communication  


Microsoft_Word_Document.docx
		[image: ]



		Advanced[image: ]

		Proficient[image: ]

		Developing[image: ]

		Emerging[image: ]

		No Attempt[image: ]



		Critical Thinking

		Ability to Identify & Solve Problems

		Insightful comments in class discussions

Student shows proven ability to analyze data, gather and assess resources, and disseminate opinions in a scholarly manner.

		Able to contribute to class discussions, and to perform a basic analysis of data, gather and assess resources, and express opinions in an adequate manner.

		Beginning to visualize the ways in which information can be combined and applied to solving a given problem, but struggles with complex and relationships

		Student shows motivation but must learn the concepts and mechanisms that apply to critical thinking, such as information gathering, assessment and synthesis

		I had no idea that this student was even enrolled in my class that is how underwhelming this student’s performance was!



		

		Information Gathering

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Assessment of Credibility

		

		

		

		

		



		Advanced Communication Proficiency

		Public Speaking

		Speaking is clear, using a broad range of vocabulary and relative jargon. Student uses appropriate social cues and nuance.

		Able to create a relevant response when asked to express an opinion or respond to a complicated

situation, but pronunciation and grammar can often make responses and explanations unclear to a listener and must be interpreted.

		Able to answer questions and give basic information. However, inconsistent pronunciation, intonation and stress may sometimes make their responses difficult

to understand or interpret.

		Student is unsuccessful or finds it very difficult when attempting to explain an opinion or respond to a complicated scenario. The response may be limited to a single sentence or part of a sentence.

		



		

		Social Skills

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Professional Skills

		

		

		

		

		



		Global Perspectives

		Cultural Relevancy

		Fully engaged in current events and shows and understanding of social inequalities and cultural differences.

		Student is aware of current events and world cultures, but is unable to apply macro-level situations to her/his own life.

		Exhibits interest and intrigue in current events and world culture, but has difficulty understanding relevancy.

		Student expresses one-sided ideals from an ethnocentric point of view. Completely lacks awareness of world issues or events.

		



		

		Awareness of Current Events & Global Issues

		

		

		

		

		



		English Language Ability

		Reading

		Exhibits fluency/near fluency in speaking and writing.  Grammar and reading ability similar to native English speaker. Able to use context clues when faced with unfamiliar vocabulary.

		Proficient English ability; relies mainly on familiar vocabulary.  Should be encouraged to advanced beyond comfort zone.

		Adequate English ability; must reference dictionary often

		Student has some English ability, but lacks confidence in using and understanding.  Very limited vocabulary knowledge, struggles with grammar and pronunciation  Unable to form questions

		



		

		Writing

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Oral Communication

		

		

		

		

		



		Japanese Language Ability

		Reading

		Able to express one’s self clearly and succinctly both in writing and orally. Able to use context clues when faced with unfamiliar vocabulary.

		Proficient oral and written communication; relies mainly on familiar vocabulary.  Should be encouraged to advanced beyond comfort zone.

		Adequate oral and written communication; tends to have difficulty clearly expressing ideas.

		Student shows a lack of confidence in writing, reading, and oral communication.  Very limited vocabulary knowledge, struggles with grammar Unable to form questions

		



		

		Writing

		

		

		

		

		



		

		Oral Communication
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