
Miyazaki International College 
Course Syllabus (Spring Semester 2023) 

Course Title (Credits) European Intellectual History 

Course Designation for TC ASE 361/PHI 311 

Instructor Felix A. Jiménez Botta, PhD. 

E-mail address fjimenez@sky.miyazaki-mic.ac.jp 

Office/Ext Office 211 

Office hours Tuesdays/Thursdays: 9:30-11:00. 
If you cannot make these times: Make an appointment J 

Course Description: 

This is an advanced course that will take students on an intellectual tour of Europe from the late 18th to the 
late 20th century. This course is divided in three units. The first unit focuses on understanding the 
emergence of liberalism by studying the rationalism and ideas about freedom in the Enlightenment focusing 
on the thought of Immanuel Kant, Adam Smith, and a few others. The topic of the second unit are the 
critics to liberal/rationalist thought in the 19th century (conservatism, Utopian socialism, Marxism, anti-
rationalism, Freudian thought, etc.). The third part focuses on the rise of illiberalism, Stalinism, and fascism 
in the years 1914–1945. This unit will conclude with the interventions of the Frankfurt School and 
Feminism, and conclude with the rise of postmodernism, focusing on the thought of Michel Foucault.  

This is an intellectual history course. This means that we will be looking at thought of several important 
thinkers/philosophers/artists, but we will also pay attention to the social impact of their ideas and their art. 
We are also going to delve into thinkers not usually considered to be academics or scholars but whose 
contributions had a crucial impact on European intellectual life.  

Grades will be broken down as follows:    
Participation (including in-class Assignments): 20% 
Worksheets: 10 % 
Reflection Paper – 20% 
Unit 1 Exam – 15%  
Unit 2 Exam – 15 % 
Unit 3 Exam – 20% (Final)  
 
Course Objectives: 

The course will help students do the following in each class session: 
-Improve critical reading skills and develop vocabulary.  
-Improve skills in asking as well as answering good questions.  
-Heighten mastery of communication (writing, listening, presenting). 
-Increase overall proficiency in analysis and discussion.  



-Enhance understanding of intellectual history.  
-Improve ability to create, develop, and test original arguments. 

Course Schedule 

Day Topic Content/Activities 

1  Introduction to the Course,  
Syllabus, Geography 

Syllabus review and reviewing of map of Europe and 
the various thinkers that the course will focus on. 

Homework: What is intellectual History? 

 
2  

 
Unit 1: The rise of liberalism  
Enlightenment Rationalism and 

classical liberalism 

Activities: Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS), Group Work 

Homework: Locke, Two Treatises of Government 
Kant, What is Enlightenment? 

3   
Unit 1: The French Revolution, 
the Napoleonic Wars, and the 

rise of Nationalism 

Activities: Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS), Group Work 
Homework: French Revolution and Napoleon reading 4  

5 
  

Unit 1: The Industrial 
Revolution and the Middle 
Class  
 

Activities: Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, 
Think-Pair-Share (TPS), Group Work 
Homework: Merriman, “Liberalism” 
Adam Smith, Excerpts from The Wealth of Nations 

6  

7  
 

Unit 1 Conservatism, 
Liberalism, and Nationalism 

  

Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-
Share (TPS), Group Work 
 8  

 

9  
 

Unit 1 Examination 
 

 

10 
 
 

 

Unit 2  
Romanticism  

Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-
Share (TPS), Group Work 

 

       11  

12 and 13 Unit 2: Socialism  
 
 

Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-
Share (TPS), Group Work. 
Activity: Find the main differences between utopian 
socialism and scientific socialism.  
Reflection Paper Outline Due. 20% of paper grade. 



 

14  Unit 2: Modern Science, Social 
Science, Realism 

Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-
Share (TPS), Group Work 15 

16  
Unit 2: Friedrich Nietzsche and 

Sigmund Freud 
 

 
Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-

Share (TPS), Group Work 
 

      18 

     19  Review 30 minutes 
Then 5-minute Break 

Then, Quiz 2. 

Test 
 

     20  
Unit 3: The Impact of WWI, 
the Avant-Garde, the crisis of 

rationalism, and the rise of 
radical socialism 

 
Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-

Share (TPS), Group Work      21 

     22  
Unit 3: The Soviet Revolution 

and Stalinism 

 
Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-

Share (TPS), Group Work      23 

     24  
 

Unit 3: Fascism 

 
Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-
Share (TPS), Group Work 

      
     25  
      
26 
 

Unit 3: The Frankfurt School 
and Marcuse 

Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-
Share (TPS), Group Work  

27 
 

28 Unit 3: Simone de Beauvoir Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-
Share (TPS), Group Work  

 

29  
Unit 3: Michel Foucault 

Critical Reading, In-class Assignments, Think-Pair-
Share (TPS), Group Work  

30 Final Deadline for Reflection Paper. 

 
Review 30 minutes 

Quiz 3 (Final Exam) 
 



Required Materials 

• Folder for Handouts 
• B5 Notebook 
• Your instructor will provide you with all the other necessary reading.  

Course Policies  
Attendance: Discussion is necessary and many activities will be completed in class, therefore 
participation is vital to this course. If you do not come or if you are late, you cannot earn participation 
points for the day for class discussion. Do not schedule meetings or routine appointments during 
class. Everyone is expected to thoughtfully add to our dialogue both in the classroom and in our 
online discussions.  
All absences require proper certification, a doctor’s note and your own explanation per email, in 
English, for why you had to miss class. If you miss more than five class meetings for any reason, you 
may be required to drop the course.  
Academic Honesty: 
It is essential that you use your own ideas in this class and submit your own work in this class.  

• Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s work as your own, whether it be direct, 
undocumented quotation of words, phrases or sentences, or undocumented paraphrasing of 
original ideas, thoughts or content. Neglecting to acknowledge sources for outside material is 
a serious offense and will result in failure of the assignment and possibly the course.   

• Properly citing other authors is important; do not copy ideas from other people or books and 
pass them off as your own. If you do, you will fail the assignment, and perhaps even the 
course. 

Office Hours: You don’t need an appointment for regularly scheduled office hours. In fact, you are 
encouraged to come and talk to me about the class, assignments, readings, and so on. If you have 
questions, concerns, or comments, this is a great time to discuss them. If you can’t make it to office 
hours, you can email to make an appointment (please wait for a response). As with all emails, I will 
reply within one business day.  
Questions: If questions or concerns related to this course arise, please feel free to discuss them with 
Dr. Jimenez during office hours, by appointment, or by email. Any questions or concerns regarding 
an assignment grade received must be discussed in person within ten business days after receiving the 
grade. Please do not wait until the end of the semester to raise concerns about grades. 
Problems: If you have a problem or a health concern (concentration issues, need extra 
accommodations, etc.), come and speak with me at the start of the semester. If you have any other 
problems that impede your ability to complete assignments or attend class, please speak with me right 
away. If you have spoken to me and your problem persists, please contact Dean Passos: 
apassos@sky.miyazaki-mic.ac.jp.  



No harassment of any kind will be tolerated. Discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, 
national origins, age, sex, disability, sexual orientation, and gender identity is prohibited. Please be 
respectful of others. As some of our course material is controversial or sensitive and may contain 
adult content, respectful discussion is especially crucial. Dr. Jimenez reserves the right to ask anyone 
to leave at any time.  
All assignments should be typed and submitted per the instructions on the assignment sheet. Back up 
your work and save often. Technology can cause trouble; don’t let it hurt your grade. Dr. Jimenez will 
only accept emailed assignments with prior approval. Late work will be penalized. Work that is 
submitted late may not be accepted. Detailed assignment sheets outlining expectations for projects, 
responses, reflections, presentations, and so on will be given to you in class and will be available on 
our class website.  
  
On assignments: 
100-90: A grade 
80-89: B grade  
70-79: C grade 
60-69: D grade  
0-59: F grade 
Methods of Feedback: 
In principle, graded work will be returned within one week of submission with appropriate feedback 
i.e., grade, comments, rubric, etc. 
Diploma Policy Objectives: 
Work completed in this course helps students achieve the following Diploma Policy objective(s): 

1: Advanced thinking skills (comparison, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation) based on critical 
thinking (critical and analytic thought) 
2: The ability to understand and accept different cultures developed through acquisition of a broad 
knowledge and comparison of the cultures of Japan and other nations 
3: The ability to identify and solve problems  
4: Advanced communicative proficiency in English 
5: Proficiency in the use of information technology 

Notes: 
 



 
 


