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卒業要件 
Required or 
Elective to Graduate 

選択科目 
Elective 

到達目標 
Goals 

What is “history,” and why does it matter? How do ideas—of progress, religion, civilization, or freedom—
shape how societies understand themselves and others? This course introduces students to History not 
as a list of facts, but as an interpretive practice. We explore key themes that have defined human experi-
ence: modernity, empire, religion, secularism, revolution, and democracy. From the early civilizations 
through the Enlightenment to the present, we examine how historians interpret the past, how historical 
narratives are constructed, and how power and ideology shape those narratives. 
Drawing examples around the globe, including Asia, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, the Americas, and 
Eurasia, the course encourages students to see History as a global conversation about meaning, identity, 
and justice. 
 
 
By the end of this course, students will be able to:  
1. Explain what history is and understand different ways of studying the past (methods, sources, per-

spectives).  
2. Identify and analyze primary and secondary sources critically, evaluating their reliability, bias, au-

thor, audience, and purpose.  
3. Critically assess how historical narratives are constructed and how history relates to present-day 

issues of democracy, identity, and cultural difference.  
4. Discuss how ideas such as “modernity,” “civilization,” and “progress” have evolved across different 

contexts.  
5. Understand how power and ideology shape historical writing and collective memory.  

 

授業の概要 
Course 
Overview 

Course Overview 
This course introduces history as an interpretive practice rather than a collection of facts. It interrogates 
history as a mode of knowledge production. Rather than treating the past as a stable archive of facts, it 
examines how historical meaning is constructed through interpretive frameworks shaped by power, ideol-
ogy, and epistemology. Focusing on concepts such as modernity, empire, religion, secularism, revolution, 
and democracy, the course traces how these categories emerged, traveled, and acquired authority from 
the early civilizations to the present. Through comparative and transregional case studies, students ana-
lyze how narratives of progress, civilization, and freedom structure global hierarchies and political imagi-
naries. The course situates historiography itself within broader struggles over identity, legitimacy, and jus-
tice. 



履  修  条 
件 ・ 
注意事項 
Prerequi-
sites / 
Remarks 

Intellectual Curiosity and interest in foreign cultures and languages are prerequisites. 

授業計画 
Course 
Schedule 

This course is structured over 15 sessions, each addressing topics in the field of History with a focus on 
cultural and social transformation, modernity, revolutions, and politics. The content of each session is 
outlined below: 
 
Week     Topic      Key Themes  
1. What is History? History as discipline and narrative: the role of historians. Primary vs. secondary 

sources. 
2. The Past as Argument. Historiography: how and why interpretations change and why it is important. 

Reading excerpts from Herodotus to modern and contemporary historians. 
3. Modernity and Its Meanings: Enlightenment, reason, and progress: critical perspectives on “moder-

nity.” 
4. Empire and Civilization: Colonial encounters and the language of civilization. Case studies: Empires. 
5. Religion, Secularism, and the Public Sphere: How secularism emerged: debates between faith and 

reason. 
6. Revolution and Reform: The idea of revolution: How revolutions and reforms rewrite history. 
7. Midterm Workshop: Source analysis activity and quizzes.  
8. Democracy and the People: Historical origins of democracy; challenges in identity and nation-building. 

How nations remember (and forget); monuments, museums, and memory politics. 
9. History and the Environment: How the environment shapes human history: climate, diseases, and 

ecological change 
10. Gender and the Modern Imagination: Women, citizenship, and social change in the 19th–20th centu-

ries. 
11. Knowledge and Power: Intellectuals and societies: history, truth, and authority. 
12. Globalization and Historical Connectivity: Interconnected worlds: trade, migration, and ideas. 
13. Postcolonial and Decolonial Perspectives: Rethinking modernity and history from a global perspec-

tive. 
14. The Historian in the Public Sphere: History in media, politics, and education today. 
15. The Limits of Historical Knowledge: Crisis, Critique, and Historical Self-Reflection 
 

学生に対す

る 
評価 
Assessment 
Criteria 

In-Class participation: 30% 
Assignments and presentations: 30% 
Final examination: 40% 



時間外の学

習に 
ついて 
Preparation 
and 
Revision 
outside 
Class 

Students should dedicate at least 4 hours per week to reading, research, and preparation for discussions. 
Independent investigation of advanced topics is strongly encouraged.  

Textbooks 
Students are expected to read the relevant sections of the books listed in the bibliography. The relevant 
materials will be provided by your instructor. 
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