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Goals How do societies that seem distant in space and time confront similar questions of power, belief, and
modernity? This course introduces students to the methods and meanings of comparative history — an
approach that examines historical processes across different regions to reveal patterns, contrasts, and
connections. Through case studies from Asia, Africa, Europe, the Middle East, Eurasia, and the Americas,
students will explore themes such as empire and reform, secularism and religion, nationalism and democ-
racy, and gender and modernity. The course emphasizes how historians construct comparisons, what
such comparisons reveal, and what they obscure.

Course Objectives

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Understand the logic and value of comparative approaches in historical study.

2. Identify similarities and differences across societies in terms of political, social, and intellectual
change.

3. Analyze primary and secondary sources critically within comparative frameworks.

4. Discuss global patterns of modernization, empire, and reform from multiple perspectives.

5. Conduct a focused comparative case study using historical evidence and argumentation.
Learning Outcomes

Students completing this course will:

. Demonstrate knowledge of key comparative methodologies in historical research.

. Situate local and regional histories within broader transnational contexts.

. Write a comparative essay or research paper using original sources.

. Develop skills in critical thinking, discussion, and presentation.

Course Overview

This course introduces students to comparative history as a method for understanding how societies
across different regions confront similar questions of power, belief, and modernity. Rather than assuming
a single path to modernity, the course investigates multiple and contested modernities, asking how histor-

B O WE ical actors adapted, resisted, and redefined global pressures within their own political and cultural frame-

Course works. Through case studies from Europe, Asia, the Middle East, Africa, Eurasia, and the Americas, stu-

Overview dents examine themes such as empire and reform, nationalism and democracy, secularism and religion,

and gender and modernity. Topics include the Ottoman Tanzimat, Japan’s Meiji transformation, the Rus-
sian and Iranian revolutions, European liberalism, and decolonization movements. By exploring multiple
and contested paths to modernity, the course encourages students to analyze how historical comparisons
reveal both global connections and regional particularities.
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fr:;iulij Intellectual Curiosity and interest in foreign cultures and languages are prerequisites.
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This course is structured over 15 sessions, each addressing topics in Comparative History with a focus
on its history, culture, languages and politics. The content of each session is outlined below:
Week Topic Key Themes & Activities
1.  What is Comparative History? Methods, challenges, and goals of comparison. Why compare?
2. Models of Historical Comparison: Case-based vs. cross-cultural; causal vs. analogical compari-
son.
3. Enlightenment and Reform: Comparing Enlightenment thought in Europe, Ottoman, and Persian
contexts.
4. Empire and Difference: Russian, British, and Ottoman imperial structures; local adaptations.
5. Religion, Secularism, and Modernization: Comparative secularisms: Europe, the Middle East,
and Asia.
REE 6. Nationalism and Identity: The rise of nationhood in Europe and the Middle East.
Course 7. Midterm Workshop: Comparative document analysis; midterm reflection essay assigned.
Schedule 8. Democracy and Authoritarianism: Comparing Political Transitions: Europe, Latin America, and
Postcolonial States in Africa.
9. Gender and the Modern Nation: Women, citizenship, and reform movements in global perspec-
tive.
10. Colonialism and Resistance: Comparative decolonization: Asia, Africa, and Eurasia.
11. Intellectuals and Publics: The role of intellectuals in social change: cases studies
12. Revolution and Reform: Russian, Iranian, and Arab revolutions in comparative perspective.
13. Memory and Modernity: Comparing how societies remember the past (monuments, textbooks,
narratives).
14. Postcolonial Approaches in History: Comparing De-colonial and Post-colonial theories of history.
15. Ideology, Expertise, and Technocracy in times of globalization: Developmentalism, Technocracy,
and the Reconfiguration of Power
PEICHT
% In-Class participation: 30%
ST Assignments and presentations: 30%
Assessment | Final examination: 40%
Criteria
B i 4% 0 22
o b Students should dedicate at least 4 hours per week to reading, research, and preparation for discussions.
2L\ T Independent investigation of advanced topics is strongly encouraged.
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NOTES

. Regular attendance required; active participation expected.
. Late assignments accepted only by prior arrangement.
. All written work must follow academic integrity and proper citation standards.

. Respectful dialogue is essential in class discussions.




